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Appreciates the Journal.
To the Editor of the New York Journal:

As one of the hundreds of thousands who will read
^UIIUIIJ ouui nui iui must. til.flieilL unities uu iuv u

.nci Leyds. Tuey give your readers more Information
anywuere else about a subject in which every intellig
intensely interested.

The Saturday Evening Journal's leader on "Labor
Ella Wheeler Wilcox's beautiful poem in to-day's Sue
and sung everywhere in every society of women.

Amsterdam, N. Y., Dec. 17.
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I PLAIN TALK WITH THE PEOPLE.
y Ail Opening in the Pirate Business.
5t Editor of the New York Journal:

Will the United States miss their opportunity of
invading Canada, seizing British West Indies and

g annexing Australasia?. Awake to your opportuniIties, expansionists! A. A. STEROPES,
Dec. 17, 1899.
There is nothing small about this correTlspondent. We are compelled reluctantly to

iy inform him that we do not see any prospect

y that the United States will undertake the
.* trifling little contracts he mentions. Theis "opportunities" will have to go unimproved,h if we felt any inclination to push our positionas the paramount power of this conti)_nent to extremes, not to speak of engaging in

highway robbery in Australasia, the experienceof Great Britain in South Africa at the
p

present moment would be quite sufficient to
d make us think better of the idea,
t-
:e Government Commercial Banking.
n Editor of the New York Journal:

The Journal is showing the white feather In
doubting the ability of this Government to run

j_ the ban*.ng system. Such doubts display great
financial ignorance, as the Government can hire or

O command the highest financial ability of this naation. JACOB B. COATES.
Thus are problems over which men have

consumed the midnight electric light and
. printed hundreds of futile volumes settled on
:u

^
a postal card at the modest expense of one

cent. One lurking doubt still lingers, howieever. Of course our Government could hire

1, or command the highest financial ability of
this nation, but would it always want to?
And if it did, and the highest financial abilityof the nation were given the privilege of

lending four thousand million dollars of Govnernment banking funds on commercial collatlseral, where would the money be likely to

fetch up?

ie Driven from the Speedway.
Editor of the New York Journal:

iS Last Sunday I borrowed a horse and buggy
from a friend of mine and started out with my
wife and child for a drive.

I live In the upper part of the city near the
Speedway, and own my own house, although It Is
not a valuable one, as I am a mechanic.

2S ..J; started to go on the Speedway, but was

stopped by a mounted policeman. "You can't go
- on here with that rig," he said. I argued with

him, but he would not let me drive on the most
enjoyable drive in the city. Is this a free city or

Ln not? A,. L.
>.- Dec. 18.

We are sorry that you are not part owner
el of the Speedway. It was built for an exelu-
111 slve class, not for-the common people. When

you can produce credentials to the effect
14 that you own a trotter with a 2:20 record and

an affidavit that you are able to crack a bottleof champagne at a roadhouse you may
>r drive on the Speedway.
>e In the meantime you must continue to be

a poor worm of clay like the rest of us. All

that you are now required to do is to pay a
n tax for the maintenance of the policeman
^ who drove you away. Neither must you fail
n to pay a tax for the cleaning of the Speed-eway and for its repairs.

Do not lose time in inquiring why the own-

ers of fast horses who drive on the Speedway
y are not taxed for the privilege. You pay proportionatelyjust as much as they do, but you

11 have no privileges. All of which leads to

^ divers and sundry reflections which we have

^ not space to enumerate.

Capital punishment No Deterrent.
To the Editor of the New York Journal:
The attest of history Is 110! No man, no government,no power hns right to take that which

ie it cannot restore. There are many instances
w where innocent men have suffered the'death ponalty.In such cases murder is Just as surely
w done, although legal, as though it were done in

cold blood. How can that crime be attoned?
<1 Make the Denaltv for murder hard labor for life.
'c Tnke from the Executive the pardoning power,

except where innocence is afterward established,
and in such case full reparation can be made.
Many guilty now escape because juries and
courts fear to convict except upon the most
positive evidence, and crime goes unpunished.

w Then conviction would follow where the testimonywas sufficient, and if error was made the
a" hapds of court and jury would be purged. "Thou
le slialt not kill" applies with equal force" to all.

S. D. BINGHAM.
Naugatuck, Conn., Dec. 18.
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By Gholly Knickerbocker.
£>OCIETlT has becbme absolute in the matter of

^ sers. Off Monday evening at the opera.and
7 you will observe the same thing: on1 other

nights.the Harrlman-Park-Tailor set remained
absolutely apart from the Oelrichses and jays.
Mrs. Astor is neutral, but Mrs. Gerry aud Mrs.
Mills uphold the very pillars of society.
Now, the Crocker musicale was an- examp'e.

Mrs. George Crocker belongs to the Oelrichs set.
This is quite a different set from the one of
which Miss Crocker, of California, is a member.
She is being chaperoned by Mrs. Ogden Mills and
Mrs. Whitelaw Held. She is a very pretty girl
and not at all what she was described.
There was another Miss Crocker, tall and willowy,who made Tier appearance during the Horse

Show, and people insisted that it was the great
California heiress. Miss Crocker.the real Miss
Crocker.is rather petite, with a piquant face, and
more of a brunette than a blonde. In her simple
little gown and the wreath of pink roses around
her hair.very much in the style of the sixtiesonewould have hardly thought last Monday eveningthat she was the richest girl in the MetropolitanOpera House.
Mrs. Gorge Crocker's musicale last evening was

one of yesterday's most brilliant social events. It

served as a. housewarming, for it was the first entertainment»-given by her in her new home, No. 1

East Sixty-fourth street, which is one of the handsomesthouses in the fashionable millionaire districtopposite Central Park.
The entire house was in holiday trim for the

occasion. Palms and Christmas greens decoratedit. and quantities of English holly were used

effectively in the halls and dining rooms.

Mrs. Crocker, assisted, by her daughters, the
Misses Itutherford. received her guests at the
entrance to the drawing room, a magnificent
Louis XV. apartment, done in pink and old

tapestry. She -wore a gown of white velvet embroideredwith mauve orchids, and some exquisite
pearls. Miss Rutherford was gowned in white
satin and lace and Miss Emma Rutherford in
blue chiffon trimmed with silver.
A delightful musical programme was renaerea

In the drawing room by Mine. Emma Nevada,
Signor Campanari and Mr. Alexandre Petschnlkoff,
the 'cellist. Mr. Orton Bradley was at the piano.
After the. niuslcale, supper was served at small

tables by Sherry iu the dining room and the big
supper room downstairs. During supper there
was music -by the Hungarian band, which was

stationed 'In a' grove of palms In the' corridor.
About two hundred of the fashionable set enjoyed
Mrs. Crocker's hospitality.
The Count Mercatl has made an excellent impression.He is dark, rather short, but with

charming manners. His engagement to Miss Wright
was announced by Mrs. Thomas Huger Pratt,
her mother, at the dinner dance. It was a pretty
affglr, not very crowded, and the guests were

mostly from the set which go to Mrs. Church's
Friday evening class. The wedding will take
place here. The best man sails in a few weeks
from Europe. Miss Wright has a fortune, and as

she Is a very pretty girl she will make a charming
Countess. The Mercat js ore a great deal in l'aris.
Mrs. Kendal yesterday spok<^ on South Africa

at Mrs. Westervelt's. It was the occasion of a

toa, and Mrs. Westervelt's rooms were crowded
to hear dear Madge.: I believe Mndge had been
In .South Africa some years, but Madge never

loses an opportunity to speak on any popular subjectwhich may come up. Leonidas Westervelt
is writing another novel. Mrs. Fred Neilson was

with Mrs. Westervelt on Monday evening, and the
second tier was ramer a surprise to her. But I
saw Miss Burden up there also, and Mrs. Henry
Burnett, who was with the Brokaws.
We are now all waiting for the private theatricals-which Mrs. Gould gives- this wee., at

Georgian Court. The rehearsals have been frequent.and it will be one of the most gorgeous
entertainments of the year, as the house party is
very large. A special train will take down others.

I spoke of Mrs. Neilson a little while ago. She
is going abroad to live fbr.two years, and on.the
ship on wuich she sails there will be quite a numberof the exclusives. Mrs. Ladenburg and the
Astors sail about the same time. Harrv Lehr is
still as devoted as ever to Mrs. Astor. He always
arrives at the opera at an early hour and sits in
the box until Mrs. Astor arrives. I find her lookingvery badly, and, In fact, it seems to be her
Indomitable will which gives her the courage to
go out in society so much. She was a' pe^ect

TO HONOR A
The rev. dr. daniel henry o'dwyer,

president of the Fordham College Alumni
Association, and rector of the Church of

the Blessed Sacrament, in West Seventy-first
street, writes to the. Journal as follows:
"The enclosed appeal I deem a very Interesting

news item to our Catholic population, for their
hearts are very close to the old college at FoFdham.'

"As president of this society I am deeply concernedfor its success, and ask you kindly, by givingthis notice some little prominence, to len me

your valuable co-operation. With best wish* s for
the coming year, I am," etc.
Here is the appeal:
"Dear Brotlien Alumnus: In the person of Fr.

Jouin one of Fordham's greatest teachers passed
away. 3>y his death Catholics have lest an edu-
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mass of jewels, and.there were no diamonds like
hers on Monday night.
There is, however, among many of the wonten

a disposition to tvear gowns without any sleeves.
Mrs. Starr Miller, who is in mourning for her sis-
ter, who died a' few months ago, wore diamond
straps in lieu of sleeves. Mrs. John Jacob Astor's
gown had no sleeves visible, but was held on in
some kind of way, and Lady Colebrook.who has

grown stout.was also minus sleeves. Mrs. Mills
and Mrs. Reid, on the contrary, wore genuine oldfashionedsleeves, but Mrs. Gerry had none, and
her iridescent gown fitted her like the armor

plate in the Amazons' march.
Mrs. Beach did not appear at the opera, al-

though she was expected, sue nas witn ner weddinggiven up mourning for her mother, who died
in September. Mrs. Robert Goelet is to be seen

at the matinees, and the Willie Sloanes are beginningto go out. and before a few weeks all the
nieces and nephews of the Vanderbilts will have
laid aside their mourning.

I am glad to see that Mrs. Richard Hunt is goingout. She is almost as handsome as her sister,
Mrs. Ollie Harriinan, and she has been so domesticfor so long, way down there in Garden City,
that it is refreshing to see her again. Mrs.
Charles Dana Gibson, who is the model for all
Gibson's lovely women, looked at the opera on

Monday night, like one of the daughters of the
famous Mr. Pipp. She seemed to have stepped
out of the pages of that wonderful book.

* *

Mrs. Thomas Hunger Pratt, of No. 29 Waverley
place, gave a dinner dance at Sherry's last eveningfor her daughter, Miss Harriette Wright,
whose engagement to count aicmuuib mucau,
of Athens, was exclusively announced in the Journallast week. At the dinner last night formal announcementof it wns made and the pretty bride
to be was the recipient of many congratulations.
In the reception room of the large ballroom, dinnerwas served at small tables, which were decoratedwith Leghorn hats filled with pink roses

and white hyacinths.
Covers were laid for fifty-eight, the guests includingCount Mereati, General and Mrs. Burnett,Mr. and Mrs. Ernest La Montagne, Mr. and

Mrs. John Westervelt, Mr. and Mrs. Dallas B.
Pratt. Mr. and Mrs. James Converse, Mr. and
Mrs. William Bloodgood, Mrs. Horace Pratt, Mrs.
Johu Foster Pankhurst, Miss Wright's grandmotner:Miss I)i Zerega, Miss Lounsbury, Miss
Angelica Church, Miss Alberta Sturgis, Miss Jane
Plummer, Miss Barnes, Miss Pauline Ives, Miss
Augusta itomnson, miss n,uim riuuuuer uuu miss

Grace Gillette.
Additional guests were invited to the dance,

which followed in the small ballroom. Miss
Wright's marriage will take place in Cannes in
April, or in London during the early part of June.

» »

Mrs. Egbert Guernsey and Miss Florence Guernseyreceived yesterday afternoon at their home,
No. 180 West Fifty-ninth street, in honor of
Miss Minnie Maddern Fiske, whose birth anniversaryit was. The drawing rooms were prettily
decorated with palms and Christmas greens for
the occasion, and several hundred people called to
meet "Becky Sharpe." Assisting Mrs. and Miss
Guernsey in receiving were Mrs. Lyman Fiske,
Mrs. George H. Clowes, Mrs. Austin H. Catlin,
Mrs. Charles Frederick Naething, Mrs. Samuel
Duncan Miller and Mrs. Samuel Shipley Blood.
Gypsy Queen Stella presided over the punch bowl.
Those invited included Mr. and Mrs. Seth Low,
General and Mrs. Collis, Colonel and Mrs. Eugene
Griffen, Mrs. Frederick Dent Grant, Amos F.
Eno, General and Mrs. Ferdinand I*. Earle, Generaland Mrs. Howard Carroll, Mr. and Mrs.
Elliot Danforth, Mrs. Henry Drissler. Rev. and
Mrs. D. Parker Morgan, Mrs. Washington Roeb-
ling, Miss Helen Gould, Mr. and Mrs. Clarence
Postley and Mr. and Mrs. E. C. Stedman.

Notes of Society.
Mrs. Charles T. Barney, No. 101 East Thirtyeighthstreet, has sent out Invitations for a dinner

party on Christinas.
Mrs. William Butler Duncan, No. 1 Fifth avenue;

Mrs. Anson W. Hard, No. 49 Park avenue; Mr.
Jeremiah Curtin, No. 1 East Fifty-third street, and
Mrs. John Sloane, No. 883 Fifth avenue, will entertainat dinner on Christmas.
Mme. Le Flongeon will give one of a series of

Thursday morning lectures on "Ancient America"
to-morrow at the home of Mrs. Egbert* Guernsey,
No. 180 West Fifty-ninth street, under the patronCATHOLIC

WRITE
cator whose influence was more widely felt than
that of any other Catholic teacher in America.
His 'Mental* and his 'Moral Philosophy,' and
his 'Evidences of Religion' have been the keys
to the higher realms of thought for most of the
present generation of educated Catholics. His
text books have been the guide to right-thinking
in intellectual, ethical and religious problems for
Catholic students al^ over the country for a
quarter of a century.

'Fordham men will not willingly see his memorydie out now that what was earthly of him
has passed away. It seems proper that some memorialof him should exist in the college he loved
so well, and where we learned to think so much
of him:
"After consultation with many of the prominent

alumni of St. John's, it is proposed by a committeeappointed for the purpose to establish a Jouln
medal at F rdhani. As a prize already exists for
mental philosophy.the Kelly medal.it is proposed
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ER OF SETS.
Opera, Gave Notice That the
George Crocker Shines
jstries.
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age of Mrs. Daniel Butterfleld, Mrs. XoTrarfl Carroil,Mrs. Clarence Postley and others.
Mrs. Francis ±±. i.eggetr wm give a unrisrmas

house party at her country home, Stone Ridge,
Ulster County, In honor of Miss Harrlette Wright
and her fiance, Count Alexander Mercati, of
Athens.
After the holidays the Tuxedo Club will move

Into the new quarters, which will be known as the
"Winter Club." The main club house will be entirelyremodelled during the Winter.
Mr. Richard Mortimer's new house on West Lake

road, Tuxedo, will be ready for occupancy by the
first of April. It has been three years buildings
and is one of the finest in the Park.
Christmas week at Tuxedo promisee to bo very

gay. All the rooms in the club house and annexes
haVe been engaged. Great preparations are being
made for the annual New Year's ball, which will
be held there.
The marriage of Miss Mary Woodbridge Tiffany,

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Louisa C. Tiffany, td
Graham Lusk will be celebrated at noon to-day in
the Madison Square Presbyterian Church. Miss
Sophonisba Preston Steele, daughter of Dr. TheophilusSteele, will be married at noon to Mr.
Ralph Freeman Shropshire at All Angels' Church,
West End avenue and Eighty-first street.
Mrs. Charles Campbell Goffe, No. 174 West Serenty-fifthstreet, will give a reception this afternoonto Introduce Miss Elizabeth Wheelwright

Goffe.
Mrs. Ernest La Montagne, No. 114 East Thirtiethstreet, will give a reception this afternoon.
Mrs. Pierrepont Edwards, No. 12 East Fiftysixthstreet, will give a tea this afternoon.
Mrs. Henry Duncan Wood and Miss Eleanor D.

Wood, No. 58 West Fifty-first street, will receive
this afternoon.
Mrs. Frederic H. Betts, No. 22 East Sixty-fifth

street, gave an afternoon reception yesterday iq
honor of her daughter-in-law, Mrs. Wyllis RossiterBetts, who was Miss Ada Godfrey.

.1 _!
AUC OCVUilU VJL tuc A1 UllUJ^UU^ UttUUCiS W aCJ V t'H

at the Waldorf-Astoria last evening under the
patronage of Mrs. Henry P. Loomis, Mrs. L. JacquelinSmith, Mrs. Charles Sands, Mrs. A. A.
Low, Mrs. Charles Huntington, Mrs. Edward Biddie,Mrs. Lewis Livingston Delafleld, Mrs. Robert
Abbe, Mrs. Alexander D. Shaw and Mrs. Frederic
Goodrldge. Mr. Amory Hawes led the cotillon,
for which some pretty favors were provided.
Mrs. A. Lanfear Norrie entertained at dinner

last evening at her home, No. 15 East Eightyfourthstreet.
Miss Emily Metzger, daughter of Mrs. Theresa

Metzger, of No. 57 East Seventy-second street,
was married last evening at Dehnonico's to Mr.
Charles Jacobson. The bride was attended by her
sister, Miss Fannie Metzger. Mr. William E.
Finn was the best man and the Messrs. Sidney
New, Harold Stern, Joseph Stroock, James Frank,
George Boehm, Charles Kranlch, Samuel Kridel
and Charles Greenhall served as ushers. After
the ceremony, which was performed by the Rev.
Dr^K. Kohler, a bridal dinner was served. Dancingfollowed.
Mr. Elliott Sehenck gave the third of his explanatoryrecitals on Wagner's music dramas yesterdaymorning at the Berkeley Lyceum. He discussed"Tannhuuser" and "Lohengrin."
Miss Pinkham's "High Noon" concert at Sherry'syesterday was well patronized Ly society.

A delightful programme was rendered.
-...C iwmmii v.nnannuo uuu m me juniors or ColumbiaUniversity at Sherry's last evening was

a great success. The ball room was prettily decoratedwith trophies of the athletic held and the
college colors. Supper was served in the small
ball room. J
.Many debutantes were present, and among the

patronesses were Mrs. George B. De Forest, Mrs.
Lloyd S. Bryce, Mrs. J. L. Kertfochan, Mrs. FredericIt. Coudert, Mrs. Seth Low and Mrs. William
It. Grace.

-P) A PLEA BY THE-K. REV. DR. O'DWYER.

to give another annually In the subject of 'Evidencesof Religion.' The fund for a suitabJ#medal should amount to somewhat more that*,one thousand dollars. It is proposed to raise this
sum by subscription among the alumni of St.John's. Over two hundred and fifty dollars hasbeen subscribed already. Subscriptions of from
twenty-five to ten dollars are asked for.
"You arc cordially invited to subscribe for this

very worthy purpose, and are asked to send your
name with the amount of your subscription to
the treasurer, Mr. R. S. Treacy, No. 2o5 West
Forty-second street, New York, at vour earliest
convenience.
"The president, Itev. Daniel Henry O'Dwyer,has appointed the following Jouin Memorial Committee:lit. Rev. Mgr. Mooney. '67, chairman;

Very Rev. William MpNulty, '53; General Martin
T. McMahon, '55; Very ltev. James 8. Lynch, '67?
Rev. James J. Flood, '68; Martin J. Fleming, M,
D., '68; Rlchi d S. Treacy, '69; Austin P. CTMalley,M. 1)., " James J. Walsh, M. D., "84; Hon.
Morgan J. ' rlca, '71."


